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ACTION NEA- 13 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HEW-08 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 INR-10 

LAB-06 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 TRSE-00 OMB-01 PRS-01 

PA-04 USIA-15 DRC-01 EUR-25 /098 W 

017410 

R 131430Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2476 
INFO SECDEF 
CNO 

USCINCEUR 

CINCUSNAVEUR 

CINCUSAFE 

UNCLAS ATHENS 0951 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AFIN, AFSP, ALOW, ECON, EFIN, ELAB, GR 
SUBJECT: FURTHER PRICE AND INCOME INCREASES 

REF: (A) ATHENS 830; (B) ATHENS 287 

1. BANK OF GREECE WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX FOR ATHENS- 
PIRAEUS AREA SHOWED 4.8 PERCENT RISE FROM DECEMBER 1973 
TO JANUARY 1974. FOR TWELVE MONTHS JANUARY 1973 - 74 INDEX 
JUMPED 53.7 PERCENT. 

2. ON FEBRUARY 6, GOG ANNOUNCED 12 PERCENT INCREASE BENEFITS 
FOR 260,000 PENSIONERS COVERED BY SOCIAL SERVICES 
INSTITUTION (IKA) EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1 (SEE REF A) 

3. COMMENT IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT COMPOSITION THIS 
INDEX GIVES HEAVY WEIGHTING TO FUEL PRICES, WHICH INCREASED 
SUBSTANTIALLY IN JANUARY. IT IS PROBABLE THAT NATIONAL 
STATISTICAL SERVICE WPI, WHICH NOT YET AVAILABLE, WILL 
SHOW SMALLER INCREASE THIS PERIOD, SINCE IT BASED ON 
BROADER SAMPLING TECHNIQUE. THERE NO DOUBT, HOWEVER, 
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